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Parreira faces a tough challenge 
 

▪ⱨꜞ◌≢│⁸ ⅜ⱶכ♅ ⅝⌂ ⌐

∟ ⅛℮⁹ 
 
Across the globe, big questions are being asked about the 

2010 World Cup. Can South Africa cope with 500,000 

visiting football fans? Will the new stadia be ready? Can 

Brazil take the title back from Italy? Yet for South African 

fans there is one major issue: with the whole world 

watching, how will their team perform?   

 

 
 
Green Point Football Stadium, Cape Town 
 

CLC!Σ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ ōƻŘȅΣ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ that it is 

important for the host nation to achieve some success 

because of the carnival atmosphere it can create. South 

YƻǊŜŀΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƳƛ-final in 2002 is a wonderful 

example of this. The image of the streets of Seoul glowing 

with a flood of red shirts is something that will live in the 

minds of football fans forever. Sadly, the chances of South 

Africa matching that success are slim. The country did host 

the Confederations Cup in June 2009 and performed 

credibly. They defeated New Zealand and only lost narrowly 

to Spain and Brazil. Unfortunately, their form since then 

has been poor. 

 

Before their match with Japan in November, South Africa 

had managed just one win in nine games. That victory was 

against Madagascar, a team ranked 154
th

 in the world. 

South Africa themselves are placed 85
th 

- lower than Gabon, 

Panama and Uzbekistan. This poor run led to coach Joel 

Santana leaving his post after an έamicable agreementέ 

with the South African Football Association at the end of 

October. His replacement is another Brazilian, Carlos 

!ƭōŜǊǘƻ tŀǊǊŜƛǊŀΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ tŀǊǊŜƛǊŀΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ spell as coach of 

the national team, having resigned for personal reasons just 

18 months ago. It is not the calm, uncomplicated build-up 

that South Africa would prefer. 

 

Piers EdwardsΣ ǘƘŜ ../Ωǎ {ǇƻǊǘǎ wŜǇƻǊǘŜǊ ƛƴ WƻƘŀƴƴŜǎōǳǊƎΣ 

says that these issues are not dampening ŦŀƴǎΩ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ. 

άtŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ WǳƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƭƭ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ 

fans they can be fickle. Some say the team ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 

prayer of progressing beyond the Group stage, while others 

are convinced they Ŏŀƴ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ǳǇΦ Χ 

Realistically, getting to the second round would be 

ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦέ 

 

to cope ℮╕ↄ ∆╢ 

to have poor form №╠╣╙⌂™ ≢№╢ 

to manage just one thing ≥℮⌐⅛ ≈∞↑ ⇔

→╢ 

spell  

fickle ╕←╣⌂ 

carnival atmosphere ⅔ ╡  

amicable agreement  

to not have a prayer ╖⅜⌂™ 
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{ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ /ŀǊƭƻǎ tŀǊǊŜƛǊŀ 

 

{ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ ǊŜǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ [ƛƪŜ {ƻǳǘƘ 

Korea in 2002, their local football season will end in 

February, giving Parreira three months for some intensive 

training with the squad. 

 

άtŀǊǊŜƛǊŀ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ credible ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜΣέ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ tƛŜǊǎΦ 

άIƛǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ 

world class player ς Steven Pienaar of Everton. If he gets 

injured it will be very difficult to see how they can do well. 

Katlego Mphela is the only player to score at all recently 

and while Siphiwe Tshabalala is an exciting player with 

ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ǎƪƛƭƭΣ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦέ 

 

One hope would be for Parreira to tempt Blackburn Rovers 

striker Benni McCarthy back to the squad. McCarthy would 

be a key player for most international teams, but he is 

currently in dispute with the South African Football 

Federation. Despite all this, there can be no doubt that the 

tournament will be a tremendous spectacleΦ ά¢ƘŜ /ŀǇŜ 

Town Stadium in particular is stunningΣέ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ tƛŜǊǎΦ άLǘΩǎ 

right on the coast with a view of Table Mountain in the 

ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘǎΣ ŀƴȅ 

negativity from the South African fans will have 

disappeared completely and the whole country will be 

ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΦέ 

 

credible ≢⅝╢ 

stunning ⌐ ⇔™ 

 
 

 
 
 
 

England fans dare to dream  
 

כ♃☻ √∟⅜⁸ ⅝⌂ ╩ ┬⁹ 
 
 
¢ǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳ was a 

laughing stock. Despite all their global superstars ς Frank 

Lampard, David Beckham, Steven Gerrard and Wayne 

Rooney ς England failed to qualify for the 2008 European 

Championships. England lost their crucial final qualifier 3-2 

at home to Croatia. During the match, England manager 

Steve McClaren shielded himself from the rain with a large 

umbrella. In the following days, fans and newspapers 

attacked him for not being man enough to deal with some 

rain while his players drowned on the pitch. 

 
 

 
 
Wayne Rooney and Frank Lampard, Wembley, September 
2009 
 
 

McClaren was swiftly given the boot. English fans criticised 

the players for being more concerned with money and 

partying than winning for their country. It was a depressing 

time to be an England supporter. Yet just two years after 

this embarrassing failure, many people believe England 

have a real chance of winning the World Cup in South Africa 

next summer. The man who is taking much of the credit for 

this turnaround ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΦ IŜΩǎ ŀƴ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ - the 

new England manager, Fabio Capello.  
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England qualified for the 2010 World Cup with two matches 

to spare. They scored 34 goals in just 10 games ς more than 

any other European country. They conceded just six goals. 

The excitement is growing. 

 

Everyone iƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ /ŀǇŜƭƭƻΩǎ ǳǎŜ 

of discipline is responsible for this amazing transformation. 

Unlike previous managers, Capello prefers to rule with an 

iron fist. When the players report for duty, there are 

regulations involving meal times, the use of mobile phones 

and a strict dress code. The players have reacted to this 

atmosphere well and results have improved dramatically. 

 

 

           England Manager, Fabio Capello 

 

At the 2006 World Cup in Germany, there was as much 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ²!DǎΩ όΨ²ƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ DƛǊƭŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

players) as in the football itself. Many of these women are 

well-known names in England and the British press 

reported frequently on the shopping trips and other daily 

activities of Victoria Beckham, Coleen Rooney, Elen Rives, 

and the rest of the group. Some believed this turned the 

England squad into a circus and that it hindered the 

performance of the players. Fabio Capello is well aware of 

ǘƘƛǎ ǾƛŜǿΦ ά²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƴŜŜŘ 

the wives, the friends, the girls ς for one day after each 

ƎŀƳŜΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΣ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ 

ŀ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΦέ 

 

Yet Capello has brought more than just discipline to the 

squad. Through coaching, tactics and psychology he has 

brought the best out of his players. Wayne Rooney has 

played extremely well, scoring nine goals in nine matches. 

[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΩǎ {ǘŜǾŜƴ DŜǊǊŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ /ƘŜƭǎŜŀΩǎ CǊŀƴƪ [ŀƳǇŀǊŘ 

have been playing more like they do for their clubs. Capello 

has also not been afraid to use young players such as 

ArsenalΩǎ ¢ƘŜƻ ²ŀƭŎƻǘǘ ƻǊ !ǎǘƻƴ ±ƛƭƭŀΩǎ WŀƳŜǎ aƛƭƴŜǊΦ And 

then of course there is David Beckham. The former England 

captain is still a national hero and is loudly cheered 

whenever he plays at Wembley. He was mainly ignored by 

Steve McClaren, but Capello recognises the value of 

.ŜŎƪƘŀƳΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƪƛƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘŎƘΦ 

Beckham seems happy to be used as a substitute for 

England now he is 34 years old and is desperate to play one 

more World Cup. It appears likely that Capello will give him 

that final chance next summer. Once more, England 

believes it can achieve international glory. Perhaps this 

time that hope may become a reality ς thanks to an Italian. 

 

laughing stock ™  

to not be man enough ≢№╢ 

to be given the boot ⌐⌂╢ 

turnaround  

to concede ╡ ∆ 

discipline  

to rule with an iron fist ╩ ℮ 

to report for duty ⌐ ↄ 

dress code  

hindered ⇔√ 

tactics  
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¢ƘŜ Ψ!ƭƭ ²ƘƛǘŜǎΩ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
grand adventure 
 

⅛╠─ ⁹ 
 
To the rest of the world, New Zealand is known for rugby, 

cricket, beautiful scenery and sheep farming. That may be 

all about to change because the Kiwis have qualified for the 

World Cup Finals. ThŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƻōǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻŎŎŜǊ ƛǎ ƴƻ 

longer a secret. 

 
 

 
 
New Zealand football team, Wellington, November 2009 

 

 

The last time New Zealand reached the final stages was 

back in 1982. This time, a 1-0 victory in a play-off match 

with Bahrain secured their spot in South Africa. The play-off 

tie was contested over two matches. Bahrain were heavy 

favourites to progress: 22 places separated the teams in 

CLC!Ωǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎǎ. In the first leg, held in Manama, 

Bahrain were the better side, but could not find a way past 

bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ƎƻŀƭƪŜŜǇŜǊΣ aŀǊƪ tŀǎǘƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ 

game ended 0-лΣ ōǳǘ tŀǎǘƻƴΩǎ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ȅŜǘ ǘƻ 

come.  

 

The two teams had to wait over a month for the second 

match in Wellington. It was a delay that only intensified the 

anticipation. While the Kiwi rugby team are proudly known 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ƭƭ .ƭŀŎƪǎΩΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎŎŜǊ ǘŜŀƳ 

ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ƭƭ ²ƘƛǘŜǎΩΦ {ƻΣ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 

14
th

 November 2009, a sea of white shirts decorated the 

Westpac Stadium. An entire country held its breath. The 

heroes of the 1982 World Cup campaign were present to 

watch the game. Could the team of 2009 emulate their 

glory? If anyone could inspire them, surely it was coach 

Ricki Herbert, who was part of the team that played in 

Spain 27 years ago. 

 

Under difficult, windy conditions, the game started well for 

Bahrain. Yet in Ryan Nelsen, who plays for English Premier 

League team Blackburn Rovers, the All Whites had an 

indomitable captain at the heart of their defence. His 

influence spread through the team and, just before half 

time, Rory Fallon headed a goal from a corner to give the 

All Whites the lead. Bahrain returned for the second half 

desperate to find an equaliser. After 50 minutes their 

golden opportunity arrived: a penalty. Sayed Mohamed 

Adnan prepared to take the kick but was visibly nervous. 

hƴŜ ǘŜŀƳƳŀǘŜ ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ōǳǘ !ŘƴŀƴΩǎ ǎƘƻǘ 

was weak. Paston saved the shot well and wrote his name 

into the history of New Zealand football. Bahrain looked 

demoralised and never really recovered. 

 

The following day the All Whites paraded through 

Wellington city centre and thousands of fans gathered on 

the streets to cheer them. The evening news was even 

ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ wȅŀƴ bŜƭǎŜƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ 

a barbecue!  

 

play-off match ─ ⌐ ╗  

heavy favourites  

first leg  

to emulate ℮ 

indomitable ─ 

demoralised ╩ↄ∂ↄ 
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New Zealand play Bahrain, Wellington, November 2009 

 

The squad now face a tough challenge. Until the play-off 

match, their World Cup opponents were small teams such 

as Fiji and Vanuatu. The jump to playing a team like Brazil 

or Germany will be astronomical. Last summer at the 

Confederations Cup in South Africa, the Kiwis failed to score 

a single goal in three games. An improvement is required 

and the All Whites will need every ounce of their incredible 

team spirit when they return to South Africa next summer. 

 

The success has started a debate in the country about the 

popularity of football. A poll by the New Zealand Herald 

newspaper showed that their readers appeared to prefer 

football to rugby. Journalists claimed that the passion of 

the Bahrain match eclipsed the passion of any rugby game. 

There are hopes that an appearance at the World Cup will 

help inspire a new generation of footballers to make their 

country proud in years to come. The rest of the world may 

not have realised, but New Zealand might be as football-

crazy as the rest of us.  

 

astronomical ⌂ 

ounce  

to eclipse ← 

 
 

 

 

 

Register for online English lessons 

now at http://www.curzonenglish.com 

http://www.curzonenglish.com/

