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Parreira faces a tough
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Across the globe, big questions are being asked about the
2010 World Cup. Can South Africa cope with 500,000
visiting football fans? Will the new stadia be ready? Can
Brazil take the title back from Italy? Yet for South African
fans there is one major issue: with the whole world

watching, how will their team perform?

Green Point Football Stadium, Cape Town
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important for the host nation to achieve some success
because of the carnival atmosphere it can create. South
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example of this. The image of the streets of Seoul glowing
with a flood of red shirts is something that will live in the
minds of football fans forever. Sadly, the chances of South
Africa matching that success are slim. The country did host
the Confederations Cup in June 2009 and performed
credibly. They defeated New Zealand and only lost narrowly
to Spain and Brazil. Unfortunately, their form since then

has been poor
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Before their match with Japan in November, South Africa
had managed just onewin in nine games. That victory was
against Madagascar, a team ranked 154™ in the world.
South Africa themselves are placed 85" - lower than Gabon,
Panama and Uzbekistan. This poor run led to coach Joel
Santana leaving his post after an éamicable agreement
with the South African Football Association at the end of
October. His replacement is another Brazilian, Carlos
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the national team, having resigned for personal reasons just

18 months ago. It is not the calm, uncomplicated build-up

that South Africa would prefer.
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Realistically, getting to the second round would be
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England fans dare to drea
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laughing stock Despite all their global superstars ¢ Frank

Lampard, David Beckham, Steven Gerrard and Wayne
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Championships. England lost their crucial final qualifier 3-2
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Korea in 2002, their local football season will end in . . L
I I W ! Steve McClaren shielded himself from the rain with a large

February, giving Parreira three months for some intensive .
Y, gving umbrella. In the following days, fans and newspapers
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training with the squad attacked him for not being man enougho deal with some

~ 5 . _rain while his players drowned on the pitch.
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world class player ¢ Steven Pienaar of Everton. If he gets
injured it will be very difficult to see how they can do well.
Katlego Mphela is the only player to score at all recently
and while Siphiwe Tshabalala is an exciting player with
LX SyGde 2F aiAfftx 2@FSNIff

One hope would be for Parreira to tempt Blackburn Rovers
striker Benni McCarthy back to the squad. McCarthy would
be a key player for most international teams, but he is

currently in dispute with the South African Football
Wayne Rooney and Frank Lampard, Wembley, September
Federation. Despite all this, there can be no doubt that the 2009

tournament will be a tremendous spectacle® & ¢ KS /I LIS

Town Stadium in particularis stunningz ¢ SELJX I Aya tASNB® dalLuQa : -
McClaren was swiftly given the boot English fans criticised
right on the coast with a view of Table Mountain in the : :
. 5 5 : : the players for being more concerned with money and
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partying than winning for their country. It was a depressing
negativity from the South African fans will have
time to be an England supporter. Yet just two years after
disappeared completely and the whole country will be

~ . this embarrassing failure, many people believe England
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have a real chance of winning the World Cup in South Africa
next summer. The man who is taking much of the credit for
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stunning - e
new England manager, Fabio Capello.
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England qualified for the 2010 World Cup with two matches
to spare. They scored 34 goals in just 10 games ¢ more than
any other European country. They conceded just six goals.
The excitement is growing.
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of disciplineis responsible for this amazing transformation.
Unlike previous managers, Capello prefers to rule with an
iron fist. When the players report for duty, there are
regulations involving meal times, the use of mobile phones

and a strict dress code The players have reacted to this

atmosphere well and results have improved dramatically.

Yet Capello has brought more than just discipline to the
squad. Through coaching, tactics and psychology he has
brought the best out of his players. Wayne Rooney has
played extremely well, scoring nine goals in nine matches.
[ A@SN1R 2f Qa {GS@Sy
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has also not been afraid to use young players such as
ArsenalQa ¢ KS2 21 f 0204
then of course there is David Beckham. The former England
captain is still a national hero and is loudly cheered
whenever he plays at Wembley. He was mainly ignored by
Steve McClaren, but Capello recognises the value of
.SO01KIYQad SELSNASYyOS: S|
Beckham seems happy to be used as a substitute for
England now he is 34 years old and is desperate to play one
more World Cup. It appears likely that Capello will give him
that final chance next summer. Once more, England
believes it can achieve international glory. Perhaps this

time that hope may become a reality ¢ thanks to an Italian.
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to be given the boot - o
England Manager, Fabio Capello turnaround
to concede 1 A
At the 2006 World Cup in Germany, there was as much e
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players) as in the football itself. Many of these women are to rule with an iron fist *oe
well-known names in England and the British press to report for duty - 9
reported frequently on the shopping trips and other daily dress code
activities of Victoria Beckham, Coleen Rooney, Elen Rives, hindered Iy
and the rest of the group. Some believed this turned the _
England squad into a circus and that it hindered the factics
performance of the players. Fabio Capello is well aware of
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the wives, the friends, the girls ¢ for one day after each
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To the rest of the world, New Zealand is known for rugby,

cricket, beautiful scenery and sheep farming. That may be

all about to change because the Kiwis have qualified for the
World Cup Finals. ThS 02 dzy i NB Qa

longer a secret.
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New Zealand football team, Wellington, November 2009

The last time New Zealand reached the final stages was
back in 1982. This time, a 1-0 victory in a play-off match
with Bahrain secured their spot in South Africa. The play-off
tie was contested over two matches. Bahrain were heavy
favourites to progress: 22 places separated the teams in
CLC! Q& ¢ 2 Ni Re fidd lgf] hely iB Manama,
Bahrain were the better side, but could not find a way past
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game ended 0-n = 0 dzi

come.

The two teams had to wait over a month for the second
match in Wellington. It was a delay that only intensified the
anticipation. While the Kiwi rugby team are proudly known
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14™ November 2009, a sea of white shirts decorated the
Westpac Stadium. An entire country held its breath. The
heroes of the 1982 World Cup campaign were present to
watch the game. Could the team of 2009 emulate their
glory? If anyone could inspire them, surely it was coach
Ricki Herbert, who was part of the team that played in
Spain 27 years ago.
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Under difficult, windy conditions, the game started well for
Bahrain. Yet in Ryan Nelsen, who plays for English Premier
League team Blackburn Rovers, the All Whites had an
indomitable captain at the heart of their defence. His
influence spread through the team and, just before half
time, Rory Fallon headed a goal from a corner to give the
All Whites the lead. Bahrain returned for the second half
desperate to find an equaliser. After 50 minutes their
golden opportunity arrived: a penalty. Sayed Mohamed
Adnan prepared to take the kick but was visibly nervous.
hyS GSIFEYYIFGS 21LISyfe LINI @SR

was weak. Paston saved the shot well and wrote his name
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into the history of New Zealand football. Bahrain looked

demoralisedand never really recovered.

The following day the All Whites paraded through
Wellington city centre and thousands of fans gathered on
the streets to cheer them. The evening news was even
ONBFROIFad FTNBY wely bSftasSyQa

a barbecue!

play-off match

heavy favourites

first leg S

to emulate e

indomitable —

demoralised Lrogo
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New Zealand play Bahrain, Wellington, November 2009

The squad now face a tough challenge. Until the play-off
match, their World Cup opponents were small teams such
as Fiji and Vanuatu. The jump to playing a team like Brazil
or Germany will be astronomical Last summer at the
Confederations Cup in South Africa, the Kiwis failed to score
a single goal in three games. An improvement is required
and the All Whites will need every ounceof their incredible

team spirit when they return to South Africa next summer.

The success has started a debate in the country about the
popularity of football. A poll by the New Zealand Herald
newspaper showed that their readers appeared to prefer
football to rugby. Journalists claimed that the passion of
the Bahrain match eclipsedthe passion of any rugby game.
There are hopes that an appearance at the World Cup will
help inspire a new generation of footballers to make their
country proud in years to come. The rest of the world may
not have realised, but New Zealand might be as football-

crazy as the rest of us.
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