Craig's world (1)
Tense*
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Mum - Have you done your French homework? At your age you should
be studying for your exams, young man.

Craig - I've been doing my
homework all night.

Mum - Have you finished your
homework?

Craig - Yesterday, | finished my
homework.

Mum - Yes, but have you finished
your homework tonight?

Craig - You've asked me that
already.

Mum - But you haven’t answered
me.

Craig - You've been asking me all
evening.
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Mum - And you have avoided answering me all
evening. Instead, you have been playing these games,
and now I'm fed up with it. If you continue to play
these silly little games with me, I'll send you to your
room and you won’t be getting any dinner for the rest
of the night. That way | can be sure you will have
finished your homework by bedtime. Now answer
me!

Craig - | answered you just now.

Mum - Alright, that’s it! These games have now
finished. Keep pushing me and see what happens.

Craig - Okay... I'm sorry.

Mum - So?

Craig - So, what?

Mum - Have you done your homework?
Craig - Yes.

Mum - All of it?

Craig - | was doing my French homework when you
got home about 4:30. I'd finished it before | started
watching telly, about 6 o’clock.

Mum - Then why have you been messing with me?
Craig - Just bored | guess!
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For example

a tense discussion
a tense relationship
the past tense

the present tense
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Words and Phrases

All night Throughout the evening or the night WOMT - &
Ages ago A long time ago 1350

To mess with To tease someone FEINE DD DD
someone

Grammar Note

Tense M|
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Past tense 18 =7

Used to describe an action, an event, or condition that
occurred in the past. “l answered you just now.”
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Past progressive i Z=1E1 T

Used to describe actions ongoing in the past. .
“| was doing my French homework.”
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Past perfect i 552 T

Used to refer to actions that occurred and were ended in “I"d finished it before | phoned Jonny.”

the past. ‘ B
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Present tense FL{ETE
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Used to indicate an action, event or condition that is
occurring in the present. “...and now I'm fed up with it.”
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Present progressive F{EHEI T

. . . . “... you should be studying for your exams.”
Used to describe ongoing actions in the present.
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Present perfect H17E58 T 12
Used to describe an action that started in the past and ends
in the present. “...you have been playing these games.”
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Future tense RE&JE

Used to indicate and action, event or condition that will
occur in the future. “I'll send you to your room.”
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Future progressive KT

Used to describe ongoing actions, occurring in the future. .you won’t be getting any dinner.”
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Future perfect K58 T

Used to describe actions that will be ending sometime in y , - o
. ... you will have finished your homework by bedtime.
the future, before another event begins.
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Already - 5. B<b, 7T

Here are some more examples.

“The ferry has already left. You must wait for the next
one.” [This is the past perfect tense]

Jonas ran as fast as possible but he was far behind. He
didn’t know that Damian had already reached the finish
line.

“We’ve already read chapter nine. Let’s move on to
chapter ten.”

“That’s enough already!” [casual; USA]

Mum: “Time for bed!”

Kids: “Already?!”
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